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Plastic Pollution

The Problem with Plastic
Most types of plastic are neither 
biodegradable nor compostable
any plastic that ends up in the local 

Plastic will simply remain where it is forever 
unless it is removed by humans or mistakenly 
consumed by wildlife.

up in the environment is the chemicals it 

will break into smaller pieces. When plastic 
breaks into microplastics
wildlife that mistake it for food. 

toxic 
chemicals and heavy metals that are 
poisonous and deadly to local wildlife. 

consume the first animal.

Threats to Wildlife

waste in the environment are:

• 

• 

• 
plastic which can lead to illness and death.

How We Can Help

People around the world have caused the 
plastic problem we face today and it cannot 

how we think about and use plastic. 
Some helpful tips are:

• 

• 

• Recycle as much of your waste as possible.

• 
in the environment.



Glossary

biodegradable:

compostable:  

endanger:

microplastics:

toxic:
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Questions
1. Which of these is not a way that plastic enters the environment? Tick one. 

2.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Find and copy two

•  

•  

4. …and could be endangering the existence of some of our much-loved creatures. 
Which word or phrase could the author have used instead of the word endangering in this 
sentence? 

 

Find and copy one adjective from the section titled The Problem with Plastic that 
describes the chemicals found in microplastics. 

 

Summarise the section entitled Threats to Wildlife  

  

 

 

landfills or the natural environment.

Plastic Pollution



two reasons for your answer.  
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Answers
1. Which of these is not a way that plastic enters the environment? Tick one. 

      by being dug up from the ground

2. 

landfills or the natural environment.

 

Find and copy two  
Accept any two of the following: paper; fruit peels; fabric.

4. …and could be endangering the existence of some of our much-loved creatures. 
Which word or phrase could the author have used instead of the word endangering in this 
sentence? 
Accept any appropriate synonym, such as: risking; compromising; jeopardising; 
damaging; putting in danger.

Find and copy one adjective from the section titled The Problem with Plastic that 
describes the chemicals found in microplastics. 
toxic

Summarise the section titled Threats to Wildlife  
Pupils’ own responses, such as: Plastic pollution can harm wildlife because creatures 
may become tangled in waste, eat the plastic by mistake and become poisoned by the 
chemicals in the plastic.

two reasons for your answer. 

used every second because this is a very large number and I did not realise that plastic 
bags were used on this scale. It also shocks me because it shows how few people use 
reusable bags. 
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Pupils’ own responses, such as: Microplastics are dangerous because they can be 
mistakenly eaten by wildlife that think that it is food. When the wildlife eat the 
microplastic, they can become poisoned or killed by the dangerous chemicals it 
contains.

9. 
 

Pupils’ own responses, such as: The UK Government have joined the Commonwealth 
Clean Oceans Alliance and have promised funds to help improve waste management to 
stop plastics entering the waters.


