

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/keystage2-ks2/ks2-topics/ks2-topics-black-history

Who Was Olaudah Equiano?

Olaudah Equiano was an African writer
who, after being enslaved, wrote an
autobiography about his ordeal and
became an important campaigner for the
abolition of slavery.
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abolition - The end of a system, practise or institution.
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Early Life

Historians believe that Olaudah was born around 1745 but as there aren't

any written records to show this, the exact date is unknown. In his
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he was born in Nigeria and kidnapped, along with his sister, when he was
about 11 years old. He reported that he was then taken to the West Indies

and after that, to the state of Virginia in the USA.

Some later documents
about Olaudah say that
he was born in the USA.
Due to this, historians
are unsure if his writing
about traveling from
Africa is based on his Talk About It

experience, reading or Talk to your partner about
a mixture of both. what you have learned
about Olaudah so far.
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Olaudah was then bought by a sea captain,
Michael Henry Pascal. Pascal gave Olaudah a
different name, Gustavus Vassg after the
168"-century Swedish king who he admired.
For about eight years, Olaudah travelled all
over the world with Pascal. While travelling
with him, Olaudah learnt to read and write

and was baptised as a Christian. Olaudah was
later sold to Robert King, where he was forced
to work as both a barber and deckhand.
Alongside his work for King, he was able to
earn a little money by trading and, after three
years, he had saved enough money to pay King
to free him from his life of enslavement.
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After Olaudah bought his
freedom, he travelled to England
and became involved in
campaigning for the abolition of
slavery. He was an active
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was a group of influential Black
men, who shared the same goal
of ending enslavement. They also
campaigned for other issues

affecting Black people, including Ottobah Cugoang a contemporary

iImproving the education of Black of Olaudah Equiano and member of
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Autobiography

INTERESTING NARRATIVE

B~ | Olaudah wrote and published his
OLAUD AH EQUIANO, Qed RY_ _WbQ Xi ' SQ\

o R

| GUSTAVUS7ASS A Interesting Narrative of the Life of

THE AFRICAN

g mussis, Olaudah Equiano; or, Gustavus
2 e T Vassa the African, Written by
} :li.z-z/h‘ Iﬂie{:‘;b/dw%m" ] AN A
M".-:hbulql‘:gy/y Draf te.Fand; et 8 Y ] C U \ V — Y N ]/4A A A )

wasns, declory Kis 4ot o pesple,
Trsiah x Y M v

| ‘/// /,/ first books to be published in Europe
it ”“:; s | by a Black African writer.

;‘ GU’ST,\VLS Vassa 4 Sk Suers and Priving. Offcs, No. 19, Q. Strect
' b ‘ M,DCC,XCL.
o . 0/’( Q,f?//’;'/f(l/k § / S
A Ty J FL™
- ga" W i " » _—

Olaudah travelled to many countries, talking about his book
and his experiences as an enslaved person. He became very
wealthy and well respected.

In 1792, Olaudah married an English woman, Susannah Cullen, and they
had two daughters. Sadly, he died just five years later.




